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ABSTRACT 

Presented are program assessment checklists to be 
used as guides for planning, implementation, and improvement of 
educational programs for handicapped children. Separate checklist 
formats are provided for the following handicapping conditions: 
severely health and physically impaired; physically handicapped; 
visually handicapped; multiply handicapped; spe-ech, language, and 
hearing handicapped and severely speech impaired; severely 
handicapped (d-eaf) and hearing impaired; learning disabled; 
emotionally and severely emotionally disturbed; and educable and 
trainable mentally retarded. Checklists are offered which identify 
strengths and weaknesses of several program components such as 
eligibility; assessment and placement; comprehensive programs and 
services; housing facilities, equipment, and materials; and 
educational programs. (SB) 
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INSTflUCTIONAL SCflVICCS 



To the reader: 

4 Tlie attached Suggested Checklist for Quality Programs 

is a document which has been created by personnel of the 
Division for Handicapped Children, The intent of the docu- 
ment is to provide you with what we consider to be some of 
the important elements in any program dealing with handicapped 
children; it is not a statement of mandated program require- 
ments . 

Through the use of this document, you will be able to 
review your programs for handicapped children in a manner 
which will allow the identification of both strengths and 
weaknesses. Each of the checklists contain important, de- 
sirable elements which we hope you will consider in reviewing 
your existing programs or in developing new programs. After 
completing a given checklist, an excessive amount of checks 
in the columns headed: "Some", "None", and "Unknown" can 
be a key to program areas which need more attention. 

The guidelines are intended solely for your internal 
use. We trust you will find them useful working documents 
which can assist you in your efforts to develop effective, 
well-balanced programs for the handicapped. 
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FOREWORD 



The suggested Checklist for Quality Programs has been developed in an 
effort to provide you with a standard against which you may review your 
existing programs for the handicapped and by which your planning for new 
programs may be enhanced. 

The checklists, themselves, are not to be considered elements for evaluation 
as much as they are items to be used as guides for program planning, 
implementation and improvement. . 

The development of these guidelines has involved the efforts of the total 
staff of the Division for Handicapped Children and the contributions of 
local educators. Each Bureau of the Division has sought to identify the 
most important areas of concern and suggested reasonable standards to help 
assure quality programming for the handicapped of New York. 

The Checklist is a suggested guideline to program criteria. Although the 
items on the list reflect the judgement of many educators, not everyone 
who reads this document will agree with all of the suggestions. They are 
to be interpreted as relative rather than absolute statements about effective 
programs for handicapped children. 

Essentially, we see this document as part of a process of establishing 
workable program guidelines. As the Checklist is used, evaluated and updated, 
its validity will increase. We welcome your judgement of its usefulness and 
your suggestions for changes and additions. 




Raphael F. Simches 
Director, Division for 
Handicapped Children 
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INTRODUCTION 



In response to the Fleischmann Commission's urging for more effective and 
compassionate treatment of handicapped children in New York State, the Regents 
of The University of the State of New York adopted a statement of policy and 
proposed action, "Ihe Education of Children with Handicapping Conditions. 

The 1974 legislation known as Chapter 241 reflects the New York State Legis- 
lature's response to the Regents* recommendations in this paper. Chapter 241 
provides special funding to aid districts in serving their handicapped children 
and requires local planning for improving special education services. 

To assist parents, teachers, administrators, and others who are attempting to 
improve educational services for children with handicapping conditions, the 
New York State Education Department has developed a set of suggested criteria 
for the assessment of programs for and services to these children. These 
criteria exist in conjunction with the Commissioner's Regulations regarding 
the definitions of handicapping conditions and the various funding sources for 
these conditions. 

These suggested criteria are provided in separate checklist formats for the 
following handicapping conditions: 

1. Severely Health Impaired and Severely Physically Handicapped 

2. Physically Handicapped 

3. Visually Handicapped 

4. Multiply Handicapped 

5. Speech, Language and Hearing Handicapped and Severely Speech Impaired 

6. Severely Handicapped (Deaf) and Hearing Impaired 

7. Learning Disabled 

8. Emotionally Disturbed and Severely Emotionally Disturbed 

9. Educable Mentally Retarded and Trainable Mentally Retarded 

The use of these suggested program assessment checklists should not preclude 
attention to individual differences among children with handicapping conditions. 
Within programs each student may operate differently. 'Ihe need for intervention, 
special services, special techniques, .and the like will vary according to the 
intensity of the individual's condition and need. Some students will benefit 
most by participating primarily in regular classes while receiving some limited 
special services, while others may need full-time special service. Service 
alternatives provided to children with handicapping conditions should use indi- 
vidual considerations in determining appropriateness of the service for each child. 
A model follows. 
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Level I \ Th« pr«y«ntlon of handicappinf Mhiylor* 

^ Exccptionil children In rtfulir cliiMS, ^ ^ 

Level 2 ^ or without ujpportivc Mrvlcci 

>\ /jT 

Rcfulir cliff ittcndincc pluf 
Level J ^\ lupplcmcntiry Inftructlonil 

q\ Mrvlccf /Si 

%. -A^ 

Level 4 "^.X Mrt time ipeclil clift A, 

%\ ^/^ 

W" 

Level 5 '^/^ Full time special claff /<f 

Level 6 V\ Special ttatlonf** // Assignment of pupils to 

^ ' settings governed primarily 

by the school system 

Level 7 Homebound 

Assignment of Individuals to 
the settings governed primarily 
Instruction \ by health, correctional, 

... , In hospital, \ welfare, or other agencies 

L«vel 8 / rtfidentlal, or 

tot«l care settlrff t 

•This means the development of positive cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills in all pupils that will 
reduce or prevent the frequency of handicappini behavior. 
••Special schools in public school systems. 



Figure 1, The cascade system of special education service (E. 
Deno, Strategies for Improvement of educational opportunities 
for handicapped children: Suggestions for exploitation of EPDA 
potential. In M.C. Reynolcfeand M.D. Davis (Eds.), Except I ona I 
Children In Regular Classrooms . Minneapolis: University of 
Mi nnesota , 1971.) 

Reprinted from "The Organization and Administration of Special 
Education and Education of the Gifted," Policy Statements 
Approved by tne 1973 CEC Delegate Assembly, p. 2 by permission 
of the Council for Exceptional Children. 
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The suggested program assessment criteria, then, apply to characteristics 
programs provided rather than to a single student's needs which must be 
individually determined. As one looks at the checklist for a particular 
program, marks in the colums "some,** "none,'* or "unknown" should provide 
immediate direction for further study and action. 
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SEVERELY HEALTH IMPAIRED 



And 

SEVERELY PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 



A child who must function in a physical environment 
specially designed; or needs medical intervention 
and/or maintenance; or who requires individual or 
small group instruction at a pupil/teacher ratio 
not to exceed 10 to 1. 



SUGGESTE3) PROGRAM ASSESS^ffiNT CHECKLIST 
For 

SEVERELY HEALTH IMPAIRED 
And 

SEVERELY PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 



Children who must function in a rigid and specially designed 
physical or educational environment due to severe health, 
orthopedic, or neurological problems and who have needs for 
major medical and educational interventions which require 
to a large degree self-contained environments'. 



A» Eligibility 

1* A child who meets the following 
requirements is eligible for and 
is placed in a special education 
class for severely physically 
handicapped children and/or 
severely health impaired. 

a. Each child is of legal 
school age. 



Degree of Condi t i on 



Yes 



Some 



i;one 
IJo 



Unknown 
NA 



b. Each child is capable of 
profiting from instruction 
as determined through assess- 
ment procedure. 



c. Each child has a congenital 
or acquired physical or 
health disability which 
prevents successful func- 
tioning in a regular school. 

d. Each child meets the handi- 
capping condition definition. 



2. A current medical report of a 
licensed physician presently 
treating each child's condition 
was required upon entrance and 
is on file. 
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Deo r CO o f Cond 1 1 i on 



B. Assessment and Placement 

!• The Committee on the Handicapped 
reviews and recommends placement 
of pupils in classes annually. 



A I I 
Yes 



Sonsc 



i\one 



No 



Unknown 

.NA 



2. The school district has written 
criteria to determine eligibility 
for and placement of students in 
approved programs and services. 
Such criteria includes: 



a. Placement on the basis of the 
Commissioner of Education's 
Rules and Regulations. 



b. Assessment of achievement, 
adjustment and social 
adaptability. ^ 



c. Placement of students on the 
basis of individual needs* 



d. Conferences with parent(s) 

or guardian(s) prior to place- 
ment of any student in approved 
programs or services. 



C. Comprehensive Programs and Services 

1. The program consists of instructional 

services at primary, intermediate, 

junior high and senior high school 
levels. 



2. The program provides for supervision 
and services such as occupational 
therapist, physical therapist, school 
psychologist and work- study coordinator. 



D. Housing, Facilities^ Equipment and Materials 

1. Each special education class is 
housed in an approved school 
building or hospital with children 
of comparable chronological age. 



2. There are. adequate materials appro- 
priate for the age, developmental 
ability and handicaps of the stu- 
dents in these classes. 
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Pec) roe of Condition 


3* Each classroom housing a special 
education class for children pro- 
vides ^nflcp ^ldp^ll^l^p For the 
storage and handling of the special 
materials and equipment needed in 
the instructional program* 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


iiOne 


Unknown 
NA 


■ — 









4# All necessary special equipment 
and furnishings for the instruc- 
tion, safety and treatment of 
severely crippled children and 
health- handicapped children is 
provided. 

a# A building entrance is at 

ground level or equipped with 
an appropriate ramp. 










b. A loading and unloading dock 
for buses and other means of 

in a safe area away from the 
children's playground and 
other hazards. 










c. Classrooms, occupational 

therapy and physical therapy 
rooms cot rooms and niir^p'^ 
office are located on the 
first floor unless elevators 
are available. 










d. Toilet rooms, drinking foun- 
tains and lavatories are ap- 
propriately equipped for 
crinnlpd children- including 
necessary safety grab bars 
and at least one stall designed 
to accommodate a wheel chair. 










e. Classrooms and therapy facilities 
are equipped with specialized 
equipment to meet the needs of 
the children in attendance. 










f. Floors are of a non-skid 

nature and free of excessive 
wax. 










g. Adequate space and equipment 
is provided both indoors and 
outdoors, for physical acti- 
vities and recreation. 
























^eqroe of Condition 


h. Lunchroom facilities include 
furniture, eating utensils and 
equipment suitable to the in- 
dividual needs of the children. 


Al 1 

Yes 


Some 


None i 
l!o 


Unknown 
NA 










i. Doorways clear 36 inches in width. 










j. Rooms are well ventilated and 
contain a non- toxic chemical 
disinfectant to clean odors. 










k. Exits from the building are 

easily accessible for evacuation 
during an emergency. 










£♦ Education Programs 

1. Programs are available in the aca- 
demic areas as well as the self-help 
areas. 

a. Academic programming is provided 
on linear basis allowing the stu- 
dent to progress from year to year 
in the areas of reading, verbal 
skills, written skills, and 
social skills. 










b. Self-help skills are provided 
on the basis of individual 
accomplishments of each child 
covering the areas of mobility, 
movemtint , personal care, re- 
lationship with others, as 
well as other observable self- 
help tasks. 










c. Programs are provided to aid 
the children in social adjust- 
ment and adaptability. 










d. Program activities are planned 
to provide growth in the cog- 
nitive, affective and psycho- 
motor areas including remedial 
perceptual training. 










2. Individual learning prescriptions 
for each child are kept on file. 
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3. Daily living skills, adapted physical 
activities and counseling are provided 
to all children needing these services. 



"ieqroe of Condition 



Yes 



Some 



None 



};o 



Unknown 
NA 



4, Appropriate techniques are utilized in 
the classroom to develop better self- 
concepts and to piovide direction 
leading to increased self-control. 



5. Periodic evaluations of the educational 
progress of all children are kept on 
file. 



6. Teachers in classrooms have as a full- 
time assignment the instruction of 
those children assigned to that parti- 
cular class. 



7. Special education classes at the 
elementary level for *i2verely 
handicapped have an ,enrollment of 
no more than 10 pupils. 



8. Special education classes at the 
secondary level for severely handi- 
capped have an enrollment of no 
more than 15 pupils. 



9. The special education instructional 
class does not exceed a chronological 
age range of 3 years. 

10. The instructional program provides 

each student with occupational skills 
leading to independence as an adult. 



11. Teachers incorporate assessment infor- 
mation, instructional objectives and 
evaluation data in their instructional 
planning. 



12. Program organization for a class is 
essentially the same as for other 
children of the same age in the 
school district. This applies to the 
'length of the school day and partici- 
pation in selected general school 
activities. 
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)enroe of Condition 


13. There is evidence of periodic reporting 
to parents regarding the child's pro- 
gress and behavioral adjustment. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


f^one 


Unknown 
NA 










14» There is evidence that the teacher 
maintains periodic records for each 
child's individual instructional 
program. 










F. Qualifications 

1. Each teacher meets all the require- 
ments for a certificate for this 
area of specialization. 










2. Each occupational therapist meets all 
the requirements for a certificate 
for this area of specialization. 










3. Each physical therapist meets all 
the requirements for a certificate 
for this area of specialization. 










4. A work- study coordinator has suffi- 
cient experience to administer a 
work- study program for physically 
handicapped children. 










5. A supervisor of a program holds 
certification as a teacher of , 
handicapped children. 
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PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 



A child who manifests a condition which is incapaci- 
tating and includes orthopedic, neurological, and/or 
other medical and health conditions which result in 
the inability to benefit from the regular educational 
programs for non-handicapped children without some 
form(s) of special assistance • 
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SUGGESTED PROGRAM ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For 

PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 



Physically and other health impaired children are a population composed of 
those individuals with physiological impairments and concomitant education- 
ally related problems requiring modification of programs to meet their educa- 
tional needs. Children with crippling disabilities and other health problems 
often demand specialized intervention which may take place in any one of the 
following settings: a regular classroom with appropriate support services, 
a resource classroom, a self --contained classroom, a hospital or a home. 

The children may also need adaptations in environment, instructional materials 
and curriculum modified to the extent to equalize their opportunities to com- 
pete with their academic peers to the degree required to promote and maintain 
their intellectual growth. 



A. Eligibility 

X nhi 1 Htph ATP nf* IpoaI cnhnnl o oo 

•1* « Vfll4.XUl.Cll CXLC UJL /.CgctJ. O^llUUJ. Clgc. 




Decree of Condition 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 


Unknown 
NA 










2. Each child is capable of profiting from 

instruction as determined through an assess- 
ment procedure. 










B. Assessment 

1. The Committee on the Handicapped reviews 
and recommends placement of all pupils in 
these classes. 










2. Reports on the progress or lack of progress 
of any medical intervention which neces- 
sitated placement is reported to the Com- 
mittee on the Handicapped. 










3. There is a process for providing an oppor- 
tunity for a conference with parent(s) or 
guardian (s) prior to placement. 










4, There is a systematic procedure for re- 
evaluation of students. 










5. Adherence to the Commissioner of Educa- 
tion's Rules and Regulations. 










C, Comprehensive Program and Services 

1. A comprehensive program of instructional 
services is provided at the primary, inter- 
mediate, junior high, and senior high 
school levels, 

12 
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Deqroe of Cond i t i on 


2, The programs have provisions for supervi- 
sion and the services (if needed) a physical 
therapist, school psychologist and work- 
study coordinator. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


iione 


Unknown 

J4 A 










D, Housing, Facilities, Equipment and Materials 

1, Each physically handicapped child is housed 
in a classroom in an approved school build- 
ing with children of comparable chronolo- 
gical age* 










2. There are adequate materials appropriate 
for the age, developmental ability and 
handicaps of the students in these classes. 










3« Each classroom housing a physically handi- 
capped child has space adequate for the 
storage and handling of the special materi- 
als and equipment needed in the instruction- 
al program. 










4, All necessary special equipment and fur-* 
nishings for the instruction, safety and 
treatment of physically handicapped chil- 
dren is provided, 

a, A building entrance is at ground level 
or equipped with an appropriate ramp, 
or other acceptable option. 










b. Classrooms, therapy rooms and the 

nurse's office are located on the first 
floor unless elevators are available, 
or other acceptable option. 










c. Drinking fountains and lavatories are 
appropriately equipped for crippled 
children, including necessary safety 
grab bars, or other acceptable option. 










d. Floors are of a non-skid nature and 

free of excessive wax, or other accept- 
able option. 




L 






e. Adequate space and equipment is pro- 
vided both indoors and outdoors for 
physical activities and recreation, or 
other acceptable option. 


• 








f. Lunchroom facilities include furniture, 
and equipment suitable to the indivi- 
dual needs of the children, or other 
acceptable option. 













Dunrce of Condition 


g. Exits from the building are easily 
accessible for evacuation during an 
emergency, or other acceptable option. 


A 1 1 

Yes 


Some 


N' 0 n e 
No 


i] n k n n w n 

NA 










E. Education Programs 

1. Programs for children in the categories of 
orthopedically handicapped, health im- 
paired, brain injured and neurologically 

"imnA'iT'pd at"p nlAnnpd t*hT"nnahi 

a. Stated objectives which are in concert 
with those objectives stated for other 
peerb ac liiB same graae JievejL or same 
chronological age. 








If 


b. Instruction in verbal communication, 
wriLuen communicacion, sociajL skijljls 
and reading. 










2. Special education settings at the elementary 
jLcVcJL iiave an enrujuLmenu ux nu luure Lfian 
10 pupils. 











O • (jpclvXaJL cUuImCI LJLU 11 ocLLJLllgO a L LllC oc^UllUdLjr 

level have an enrollment of no more that 
15 pupils. 











4. Programs are provided in social adjustment 

dllU dua p UdU J. JL JL L jr , 










5, Program planning incorporates activities 
in the cognitive, affective and the psycho- 

mnt*nT" at"pa^ t nr»l iiHi no ypmPfHal npT"fpnt*iiAl 
nik^uk^L dLCdo xiiIm J. Uux iig LcnicuJLdJ. l uud 

training , 










6. The instructional program provides each 

oLUUenL WlLll UL^Upd LJLUlld J. Sl\.li.i.o J.cciUXllg 

to independence as an 'adult. 










7. Teachers incorporate. assessment information, 
instructional objectives and evaluation 
data in their instructional planning. 










8. Program organization for special classes are 
essentially the same as for other children 
of the same age in the school district. 
This applies to the length of the school day 
and participation in selected general school 
activities . 










9. There are policies for the selection and 
placement of physically handicapped chil- 
dren to be integrated into regular classes . 

1 /. 












)eqrce of Condition 



10. Classes for physically handicapped children 
are organized so th^t provisions can be 
made for some children to receive full-time 
instruction from a special teacher, while 
others receive a portion of their instruc- 
tion from a special teacher and are inte- * 
grated into regular classes in proportion 
to the child's ability to succeed. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 
Wo 


Unknown 
NA 










11. The primary educational responsibility for 
any physically handicapped child integrated 
into a regular class on a part-time basis 
remains with the special education teacher 
in whose class he is enrolled. 










12. Itinerant Teachers and Resource Rooms 

a* Itinerant teachers* use and the place- 
ment of pupils in resource rooms on the 
basis of academic and/or physical and 
social performance having a prognosis 
of showing a measureable improvement 
through a series of short term intensive 
instructional interventions. Assess- 
ment indicated that physically handi- 
capped children could remain in regular 
classes or be transferred from special 
class and progress satisfactorily with 
such services. 










b. Pupils receive itinerant teacher and 
resource room instruction during the 
regular school day session in their 
school of registration for a portion 
of the regular school day not exceeding 
50% per day outside the regular class. 










c. Adequate facilities, materials and 
equipment are available for the itin- 
erant teacher or resource room. 











d. Itinerant and resource room teachers 
are certified as teachers of handi- 
capped children. 










e. Programs are under the supervision and 
the direction of the special education 
supervisor . 










13. There 'is evidence that the teacher main- 
tains periodic records for each child's 
individual instructional program. 











O .. 15, 





^enrce of Cond i t i on 


14. There is evidence of periodic reporting 
to parents regarding the child's academic 
progress and behavioral adjustment. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


fvone 
N'o 


Unknown 










15. Daily living skills, adapted physical 

activities and counselling are provided to 
all physically handicapped children needing 
these services • 










16. Appropriate techniques are utilized in* the 
classroom to develop better self-concepts 
and to provide direction leading to in- 
creased self-control. 










17. The District makes a periodic evaluation of 
the educational progress of all children. 










18. The age range of pupils receiving instruc- 
tion in a special class does not exceed 
three years chronologically or academically. 










F. Home Teaching 

1. Children recommended for home instruction 
receive a medical examination on a periodic 
basis . 










2. Records on grades and progress of students 
on home instruction are regularly reported 
and kept on file in the local school. 










3. Teachers employed for home instruction 
are appropriately certified for the 
specified instruction assigned. 










4. Children recommended for home instruction 
at the elementary level receive at least 
1 hour of instruction daily 5 days a week. 










5. Children recommended for home instruction at 
the secondary level receive at least 2 hours 
of instruction daily 5 days a week. 










6. Committees on the Handicapped review and 
evaluate children on a periodic basis for 
return to school. 










G. Qualifications 

1. Teachers meet all the requirements for a 

certificate for this area of specialization. 
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Penrco of Condition 


2, The physical therapists (if needed) meet 
all the requirements for a certificate 
for this area of specialization. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


iNone 
N'o 


Unknown 
KA 










3, A work-study coordinator has sufficient 
experience to administer a work-study 
program for physically handicapped children. 










4, A supervisor of a program holds certifica- 
tion as a teacher of handicapped children 
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VISUALLY IMPAIRED 

A legally blind child with the visual capacity of 20/200 
or less in the better eye with the best correction, or a 
field of vision restricted to a 20° arc, 

A child whose visual acuity in the better eye with best 
correction ranges between 20/70 and 20/200, including 
those children who can still function capably with their 
residual vision and who have a medically indicated pro- 
gressive visual loss, operable eye diseases or a re- 
curring serious medical eye problem affecting acuity. 
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SUGGESTED PROGRAM ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For 



VISUALLY IMPAIRED 



The handicapping condition of visual impairment diminishes the ability 
to synthesize external visual stimuli in the educative process of 
learning. The degree of loss determines the corresponding supplemental 
input required to maintain a pupil's intellectual potential. Provided 
with the appropriate special media materials, curriculum adaptations 
and in some instances supplemental instructional services through the 
itinerant teacher - resource room program, the visually impaired child 
can derive from the regular classroom curriculum and instruction that 
degree of knowledge required to promote and maintain intellectual growth. 

The following recommended program standards outline the approaches that 
are educationally desirable and, when implemented in accordance with 
individual children's needs, will provide appropriate educational pro- 
grams, 

Degree of Condition 



A, Eligibility 

1. ITie child is of legal school age. 



Al 



res 



Some 



•None 



Unknown 
NA 



2. There is a current medical statement 
by a registered Opthalmologist or 
Optometrist with an indication of 
the useable vision. 



3* Pupils in this program are diagnosed 
as having visual capacity of 20/200 
or less in the better eye with best 
correction or a restricted field of 
vision to a 20^ arc. 



4. Pupils in this program have a visual 
acuity in the better eye with best 
correction between 20/70 and 20/200, 
and who still function capably with 
their residual vision. 



B, Assessment and Placement 

1. The Committee on the Hahdicapped re- 
views each eligible pupil and provides 
a recommendation and assignment to 
appropriate educational services. 




2. There is written criteria to deter- 
mine eligibility for and* placement 
of pupils into educational programs. 



)enroe of Can?&Ttio n 



Al I 
Yes 



Some 



hone 
fJo 



Unknown 
NA 



3. Process for providing an opportunity 
for a conference with parent(s) or 
guardian(s) prior to placement of 
their child in appropriate program 
or services. 



4. Provisions for a systematic procedure 
to periodically reevaluate pupils in 
approved programs to assess their pro- 
gress, current status and future needs. 



C. Comprehensive Program & Services 

1. The teacher(s) possess a certificate 
for teaching of the Blind and Partially 
Sighted as established by New York 
State Education Department. 



2. Instruction for orientation and mo- 
bility is made available for children 
who have severe visual impairment 
and who could benefit from such 
instruction. 



3. Instructional programs for all blind 
and partially sighted children include 
but are not limited to the following: 

a. All the required basic academic 
communication skills. 



b. Braille instruction (totally 
blind children only). 



'c. Sight utilization. 



d. Orientation and mobility instruc- 
tion. 



e. Study habits and use of special 
aids. 



f. Auditory skills. 



g. Social and personal management 
skills. 
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h. Daily living and occupational 
skills. 



3eq roe of Cond I i Ion 



Yes 



Some 



None 



Unknown 
NA 



i. Adaptive physical education. 



j. Typewriting. 



4. Visually handicapped children receive 
supplemental instructional services 
dependent upon the child's individual 
needs and the teacher's evaluation. 



5. Any visually handicapped child whose 
major handicapping condition is a 
result of his or her visual loss is 
enrolled in and receives the greater 
portion of instruction in the re- 
gular integrated classroom. 



D. Itinerant Teaching Supplemental Services 

1. Supplemental services instruction, 
individually or in small groups, is 
provided by certified itinerant 
teachers of the blind and partially 
sighted. 

a. Services generally range from 
1 to 5 children for part-time 
itinerant teacher. 



b. Services generally range from 
6 to 15 chilcfren for full-time 
itinerant teacher. 



E. Resource Room Supplemental Service 

1. An appropriately equipped room staffed 
by a certified teacher of the blind 
and partially sighted to which the 
children enrolled in regular classrooms 
come at scheduled intervals for assis- 
tance, or as the need arises, for spe- 
cialized instruction to supplement 
that of the regular classroom. 

a. Enrollment for blind children is a 
minimum of 4 and a maximum of 10. 
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?enrce of Condition 


b. Enrollment for pattially sighted 
children is a minimum of 5 and a 
maximum of 13. 


Al 1 


Some 


iNone 

NO 


Unknown 

^ f A 
IN A 










Sm9 ull LUX llllcli L JLUl UlXIiU aliU pciLLXClXXjr 

sighted combined is based upon ages 
and needs of individual children, 
but in general ranges from minimum 
of 4 and a maximum of 13 • 










2. Cooperative Class (Special Class) 
a. Only blind and partially sighted 

UIIXXUlcII WllU pUoocoo aUUXLXUIIClX 

handicapping conditions and who 
manifest 24 months or more between 
their chronological and mental 

CI ClLc ClILUXX Cvl • 










b. The room is appropriately equipped 
and staffed by a certified teacher 
of the blind and partially sighted. 










c. Children receive supplemental 
educational instruction by a 
certified teacher of the blind 
and partially sighted children. 










d. The children enrolled receive no 
more than three- fourths of their 
instruction in the special class 
and are integrated in regular 
classrooms for the remainder of 
the school day. 










e. Minimum enrollment of legally blind 
and partially s-ighted is 3 children 
anQ ci ma XX mum euro x xmen lux / 
children. 










f. Chronological ages do not exceed 
3 years per class. 
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MULTim HANDICAPPED 



A child who, because of the multiplicity of 
his handicapping conditions, requires inter- 
vention by more than one certified specialist 
in the area of education of the handicapped ♦ 
For purposes of this section, visually im- 
paired children shall be included, but those 
children whose second handicap is solely in 
the area of speech shall not be included. 



SUGGESTED PROGRAM ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For ' 

MULTIPLY HANDICAPPED 



Multiply handicapped children are those children with a diversity of physical 
disabilities needing the educational intervention of more than one certified 
specialist to meet the educational* need due to the condition related to the 
physiological problems. Many children with concomitant physiological disabi- 
lities have problems which are multi-dimensional to the extent that special 
mediation, remediation, and modification of curriculum may be necessitated, 
as well as adaptations in physical environment and instructional materials to 
the extent which offers the pupil the opportunity to develop his full intel- 
lectual potential. 







Deqroe of Condition 


A. Eligibility 

1. Children who meet the following requirements 
are eligible for and may be placed in a spe- 
cial education program for children with 
multiple impairments, 

a. Each child is of legal school age. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


N'one 


Unknown 
NA 










b. Each child is capable of profiting from 
instruction as determined through an 
assessment orocediire . 










c. Each child certified as multiply 

handicapped shall be defined as meeting 
the specific criteria for program 
eligibility for each handicap 










d. Each child has a combination of severe 
sensory, communication, behavioral, 
developmental, and emotional problems 
and can benefit from the intervention 
by two or more program specialists 
certified in each area of specialty to 
provide special programming and methods. 










£. Assessment and Placement 

1, The Committee on the Handicapped has re- 
viewed and recommended placement for all 
pupils . 

1 











Deqroo of Conditio n 



2. Medical consultation is provided on a 
continuing basis. 


Al 1 
Yes 


SomG 


i^'one 
flo 


Unknown 
NA 










3. The school district has written criteria 
to determine eligibility for and placement 
of students in this program. 










4. Adherence to Commissioner of Education's 
Rules and Regulatioq^c? 

a. Assessment of achievement, adjustment 
and social adaptability potentials 
and functions. 










b. Placement of students on the basis of 
the individual student's needs. 










c. Process for providing an opportunity 
for a conference with parent(s) prior 
to placement of any student in approved 
programs or services. 










d. Provisions for a systematic procedure 
to re-evaluate students to assess 
the5r progress, current status and 
future educational needs. 










C. Education Program 

1, Severely multiply handicapped are in a 
self-contained class or special school. 










2. Children are provided a program in academics 
and self-help skills. 










3. Academic programs are provided on a linear 
basis allowing a student to progress from 
^ear to year in the areas of reading, ver- 
bal skills and written skills. 










4. Social skills and self-help skills are 
programmed on the basis of individual 
accomplishments of each child covering 
the areas of mobility, movement, personal 
care, relationship with others, as well as 
other observable self-help tasks. 










5. Programs are provided aiding the child in 
social adjustment and adaptability. 










6. Student programming is planned for growth 
in the cognitive, affective and psycho- 
motor areas, including remedial perceptual 
training. 
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7, Daily living skills, adapted physical acti- 
vities and counselling are provided to all 
multiply handicapped. 



peciroe of Condf-tion 



Yes 



Some 



tie 



Unknown 
NA 



8, Appropriate techniques are utilized in the 
classroom to develop better self-concepts 
and to provide direction" leading to in- 
creased self-control. 



'9,^ Thpre is periodic evaluation and reporting 
of the educational progress of all children 
placed in the classes for multiply handi- 
capped children. 



10, The enrollment in an instructional class 
is no more than 10 students at the elemen- 
tary level. 



11, The enrollment in an instructional class 
is no more than 15 at the secondary level. 



12* The age and ability range within an in- 
structional class does not exceed three 
years. 



13, The Supervisor of the program holds a 

teaching certificate in Special Education, 
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SPEEai, LANGUAGE AND HEARING HANDICAPPED 



A speech, language and hearing handicap is one in which there is a 
markedly impaired ability to acquire, use or comprehend spoken 
language because of physical, mental or emotional reasons. This 
communication handicap includes vocal disorders resulting from or 
leading to pathological conditions of the vocal mechanism; disrup- 
tions in the normal flow of verbal expression; distorted articulation 
that interferes with ready intelligibility of speech; deficits in 
comprehension of spoken language associated with hearing impairment 
or other organic disabilities or psychological disturbances; and 
limited vocabulary and inability to formulate sentences. These 
disabilities are handicapping because they impede communication 
and consequently may affect the individual.* s psycho- social ad- 
justment and/or acquisition of academic skills. 



SEVERELY SPEECH IMPAIRED 

A child with unintelligible speech or inability to communicate 
verbally who is provided daily instruction in regular or special 
classes by a certified teacher of the speech and hearing handi- 
capped. 
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SUGGESTED PROGRAM ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For 

SPEECH, LANGUAGE AND HEARING HANDICAPPED 
And 

SEVERELY SPEECH IMPAIRED 

The educational management of childrerii with severe speech impairment 
differs from that of the total population of children with speech, 
language and hearing handicaps only in respect to the amount of spe- 
cial services that are required. The majority of children with 
speech, language and hearing handicaps are enrolled in the reeular 
classroom. Those enrolled in special classes and resource room 
programs require instructional programs designed to develop 
communication skills needed to profit from academic instruction. 
Although the underlying handicapping condition for many children 
may not be remediable, the speech behavior can be altered. 





Degree of Condition 


A. Eligibility 

X. 1Ik1v«11 J. o UJL X cgci X age. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 
N'o 


Unknown 
NA 










2. Children with unintelligible speech 
or an inability to communicate ver- 
bally and who require daily instruc- 
tion throughout the school year by 
a certified teacher of speech and 
hearing handicapped. 










3. Other children with speech,. language 
and hearing handicaps receive instruc- 
tion at least twice a week. 










B. Assessment and Evaluation 

1. Diagnostic speech, hearing and 
language examinations are admini- 
stered by the appropriate specialists 
including the teacher of speech and 
hearing handicapped, otologist, 
neurologist, laryngologist, audio- 
logist, psychologist or other appro- 
priate personnel as necessary prior 
to assignment to a special class, 
resource room, or itinerant sp.e- 
cialist's program. 
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Oeoroe of Condit i on 



2# Assessment of speech and language 
achievement is determined, where- 
ever possible, on the basis of 
appropriate standardized tests. 


Al 1 

Yes 


Some 


None 
Mo 


Unknown 
NA 










3. The Committee on the Handicapped re- 
views the diagnostic and evaluation 
reports. 










4. The Committee recommends assignment 
to the program option that best suits 
the child's needs. 










5. At the end of the school year each 
child is re-evaluated. 










6, The assessment report is given to the 
Committee on the Handicapped for review 
to determine termination of program, 
assignment to- another program option, 
or termination of special assistance. 










C. Program Options 

Itinerant Programs for Speech, Language 
and Hearing Handicapped who are. not 
severely speech impaired 

1. Individual instruction is provided for 
a minimum of two sessions per week for 
a minimum of 20 minutes per session. 










2. If group instruction is appropriate, 
no more than 5 children will be sched- 
uled simultaneously for a minimum of 
two sessions per week of 30 minute in- 
structional periods. 










3. An itinerant teacher of speech and 
hearing handicapped has a caseload 
ranging from 20 to 60 children per 
week. 










4. The itinerant teacher of speech and 
hearing handicapped travels to two 
school buildings a week. 










Itinerant Programs for Severely Speech 
Impaired 

5. Individual instruction is provided a 
minimum of 30 minutes each day. 
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Denroe of Condition 



6. If group instruction is appropriate, 
no more than 3 children are scheduled 
simultaneously* 


A t t 

A 1 1 

Yes 


Some 


Non e 
N'o 


[In k n w n 

NA 










7. A minimum of 60 minutes per day is 
scheduled where group instruction is 
provided. 










Resource Room 

!• Resource rooms for speech, hearing and 
language impaired children include one 
or more children with severe speech im- 
pairments. 










2« Enrollment in the resource room ranges 
from 8 to 15 pupils. 










3. Individualized instruction is provided 
for periods ranging from 30 to 90 
minutes daily throughout the school 
year for severely speech impaired. 










4. If group instruction is offered no 

more than 3 children with severe speech 
impairment are scheduled simultaneously. 










5. A minimum of 60 minutes per day is 
scheduled where group instruction is 
provided for children with severe 
speech impairment. 








■ 


6. Tne resource room teacher is certified 
as a teacher of speech and hearing 
handicapped. 










Self- Contained Class 

!• Severely speech impaired (aphasic) . 
children who are grouped homogeneously 
for instruction and whose primary 
disability does not qualify them for 
special classes for the retarded or 
the deaf are assigned to a self-con- 
tained class. 










2. Class size does not exceed 10 pupils. 
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DeqroG of Condttion 



3« Amount of specialized instruction - 
daily instruction for the major part 
of the school day is provided by the 
specialist throughout the school year. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 

i:o 


Unknown 
NA 






■ 




4, Specialist - the class is taught by a 
certified teacher of speech and hearing 
handicapped who is competent in the 
area of language acquisition and early 
childhood development or elementary 
education* 










D« Qualifications 

1. The teacher of severely speech im- 
paired children meets the requirements 
for certification of teachers of speech 
and hearing handicapped as established 
by the State Education Department. 










2* The supervisor of programs for speech> 
hearing and language handicapped child- 
ren holds a supervisory certificate in 
addition to certification as a teacher 
of speech and hearing handicapped. 










> 
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SEVERELY HANDICAPPED (DEAF) 



A child with a hearing handicap in excess of 80 
decibels (ISO) in the better ear whose degree 
and type of hearing loss is so severe that spoken 
language cannot be acquired normally and whose 
receptive and expressive communication skills are 
so limited that additional supportive services 
are necessary. This child would be in need of 
a highly specialized program with teacher/pupil 
ratio not to exceed 10 to 1 and with specially 
certified teachers of the deaf along with addi- 
tional support services. 



A child with a hearing handicap of 40 db or greater 
(ISO) in the better ^ear whose. hearing loss precludes 
his fuuCtioning normally in a regular classroom sit- 
uation without the supportive services of an itiner- 
ant teacher or a resource room program. 



HEARING IMPAIRED 
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SUGGESTED PROGRAM ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For 

HEARING IMPAIRED 
And 

SEVERELY HANDICAPPED (DEAF) 



HEARING IMPAIRED - Children who are hearing handicapped are frequently referred 
to as hard of hearing. This handicapping condition interferes with a child's 
ability to comprehend language and may also interfere with the production of 
speech. Special aids such as hearing aids serve tb partially alleviate the con- 
dition. If a child is provided with the ancillary help needed in terms of speech 
services, auditory stimulation and language development, maximal educational 
growth, will occur. 

When the hearing handicap is profound, the child is frequently referred to as 
deaf. Expressive and receptive language is minimal and it is necessary to 
work with small groups of children using highly speciali^sed curricula along with 
quditory and visual media designed to facilitate the development of speech and 
language comprehension. The teacher must have special preparation to provide 
Lhis educational environment. 

SEVERELY HEARING HANDICAPPED - (Deaf) - A severe hearing handicapping condition 
greatly reduces the processing of auditory stimuli. As a consequence, language 
development and auditory comprehension are severely restricted, as is speech 
production. 

It is necessary to provide small group settings and intensified individualized 
instruction by qualified staff to ameliorate this educational problem. The 
curriculum used must be gihgly specialized and individualized, containing spe- 
cial auditory and visual media designed to promote cognitive development through 
the maximal stimulation of sensory modalities. When provided with the appro- 
priate program, the deaf child can be expected to function to his maximum capa- 
city. 







)eqroe of Condition 


A. Eligibility 

1. Hearing impairment of 40 db (ISO) or 
greater in the better ear. 

a. Pupil is of legal school age. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 
l.'o 


Unknown 
NA 










b. Pupil is capable of profiting substan- 
tially from instruction as determined 
by the Committee on the Handicapped 
after appropriate assessment procedures* 

Ik 
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peqroe of Condition 



B. Assessment and Placement 

1. Tlie Committee on the Handicapped reviews 
and recommends placement of all pupils. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


^>one 
tie 


Unknown 
NA 










2. Placement of students in educational pro- 
grams for hearing impaired children is 
based upon the needs of each child. 










3. A current audiological and physical exami- 
nation (including ears, nose and throat) 
is required for placement in an approved 
special education unit for hearing impaired 
children. 










4. Periodic evaluations are provided for con- 
tinued placement in an approved program.' 










5. A deaf child with an average hearing loss of 
80 db or greater "(average of 500, 1000, and 
2000 Hz) in the better ear, and a binaural 
PB max score of 60% or less is eligible 
for assignment to a self-contained class for 
the deaf. 










6. Audiological, psychological and language 
assessments and standardized achievement 
test scores presented to the Committee on 
the Handicapped for determination of appro- 
priate placement. 










7. A hearing impaired child with a hearing 
loss ranging from hard of heaiLing to deaf, 
an average hearing less ol 40 db (average 
of 500, 1000, and 2000 Hz) or greater or a 
binaural speech discrimination score 
(PB max) of S0% or less, is eligible for a 
resource room program for hearing impaired 
children. 










8. Evidence exists that the deaf child can 
compete academically with his hearing 
peers, if he is enrolled in a resource 
room program. 










9. Psychological evaluation of hearing im- 
p.aired children is based on non-verbal 
standardized examinations administered by 
psychologists experienced in testing deaf 
children. 











Deqroe of Condition 



10, Language evaluations of hearing impaired 
children are administered by a teacher of 
the deaf or teacher of speech and hearing 
impaired who has experience examining deaf 
children. Standardized tests of oral com- 
prehension of vocabulary and syntax are 
used to determine language skill* 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


I'lOne 
N'o 


Unknown 
NA 










C, Programs and Services 

1. Programs are provided with supervision by 
qualified specialists, 

2, Programs are provided the services of a work 
study coordinator, guidance counselor, 
educational aide, psychologist, audiologist, 
and certified teachers of physical education, 
creative arts, and speech and hearing 
handicapped. 
















3, Special educational programs provide:^»the 
need for vocational education as well as 
the program components needed to prepare 
children for post-secondary schooling. 










4. The modes of communication used with 

hearing impaired children include any or 
all of the following: oral language and 
speech reading, cued speech, the written 
work, finger spelling and manual communi- 
cation. 










5. Tutorial assistance to children in resource 
rooms and itinerant programs is provided 
by a certified teacher of the deaf or of 
speech and hearing handicapped. 










6. The curriculum offered in the self-contained 
class for the deaf is the State curriculum 
for elementary and secondary education 
adapted to meet the needs of the children. 
In addition, language development, train- 
ing in auditory comprehension and speech 
correction are provided. 










7. Periodic reporting is made to parents re- 
garding child's academic progress and 
behavioral adjustment. 








H 


8. Self-Contained Class for the Deaf. 

a. A self-contained class for the deaf is 
taught by a certified teacher of the 
deaf. 
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Dec]ree of Condt-Hon 


b. There are six to ten deaf children per 
self-contained class. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 
No 


Unknown 
NA 










c. Chronological age span is no more than 
three years • 










d. There are separate classes for deaf 
children' with average or better than 
average intelligence and for retarded 
deaf children. 










9. Program organization for an instructional 
program shall be essentially the same as for 
. other children of the same age in the school 
district. This applies to the length of the 
school day and participation in general 
school activities. 










10. Resource room for hearing impaired. 

a. A resource room for deaf and hard of 
hearing children, taught by a certified 
teacher of the> deaf or by 3. teacher 
of speech and hearing handicapped who 
has training in elementary or secondary 
education and experience in working 
with nhe hearing impaired may be ap- 
proved for 8 to 15 hearing impaired 
children who are enrolled in regular 
classes with their hearing peers. 










b. Each child will spend as much time as 
needed in the resource room to enable 
him to function in the regular classes. 










c. The classroom is provided with a group 
amplification system. 










11. Itinerant teacher program. 

a. Specialized instructional services to 
hearing impaired children are provided 
by a teacher of speech and hearing 
handicapped or a teacher of the deaf. 










D. Qualifications of Supervisor of Program 

1. The supervisor of programs for hearing 
impaired children holds a supervisory 
certlilcate in aaaltlon to certitlcatlon 
as a teacher of the deaf or teacher of 
speech and hearing handicapped. 
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D egroo of Condition 



E, Housing Facilities, Equipment and Materials 

1, Programs are housed in an approved school 
building with normally hearing children. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


^^one 
Mo 


Unknown 










2, All classrooms are provided with group 
amplification systems. 










3, Provisions are made for maintenance and 

repair of all electronic equipment utilized 
in the program. 










4, There are adequate materials appropriate 
for thr age, developmental ability, and 
handicaps of "the students, 
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LEARNING DISABLED 



Although the term "Learning Disabled" currently is widely used 
in New York State, it is not included in the Commissioner's 
Regulations as a handicapping condition. The following de- 
finition is but one of many which appear in the literature and 
is intended as illustrative of the general direction of the field. 
Presently, in New York State, "learning disabled" is sometimes 
used as a broad program label; frequently it is a designation 
for a special class of brain injured, emotionally disturbed or 
educable mentally retarded students; and it often is used to 
identify individual students whom a district prefers not to 
label with one of the three legal designations currently in State 
Education Law. 

"Learning Disabled" students are nor. aidable under the provisions 
of Chapter 241. While local Committees on the Handicapped have 
the option to refer to physically, mentally or emotionally handi- 
capped children as "learning disabled" children for local purposes, 
when submitting information to the Sta^te Education Department 
relative to numbers and types of handicapped children, the only 
pertinent categories are those which appear in the Regulations 
of the Commissioner of Education. 




SUGGESTED FROGRAM ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For 

LEARNING DISABLED 



The following guidelines are suggested for purposes of reviewing 
educational programs and services for children referred to as 
being "learning disabled". 

Programs should stress individual attention to specific 
learning problems through organization of a variety of 
instructional activities and services. 



Degree of Condition 



ERLC 



A. Eligibility" 

1. Children who meet the following re- 
quirements are eligible and may be 
placed in a special education pro- 
gram for children who are learning 
disabled: 

a. Are of legal school age. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 
Mo 


Unknown 
NA 










b. Are capable of profiting sub- 
stantially from instruction as 
de termi ned through : 

I), Evidence based on more 

than one individually ad- 
ministered evaluation that 
supports the contention' 
that the child exhibits a 
significant discrepancy be- 
tween academic potential and 
achievement. 










2). Documentation that this dis- 
crepancy cannot be accounted 
for by emotional problems, 
lack of motivation, poor 
general health or an inade- 
quate instructional program. 
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Deqroe of Condition 


3). Documentation that the child 
has participated in a tradi- 
tional program of reading 
readiness. 


Al 1 

Yes 


Some 


None 
Mo 


Unknown 










4), Documentation that the child 

hfl Q hflH An nnnnTt'iini t*v tn 

participate in a well organi- 
zed remedial reading program 
prior to being categorized 










5). Documentation that the child 
has attended school regularly 
for at least one school year. 










r* l^n not* hflvp qpvptp Hpati no viQii/il 

motor or emotional involvement, and 
are unable to function effectively 
within the regular class setting 
without supportive services. 










B« Assessment and Placement 

1. Adherence to Commissioner of Education's 

IvUJLco ClliU rvcKU Xcl UXLIllo • 










2. The Committee on the Handicapped re- 
views and assigns pupils for appropriate 

QPTVi f*PQ 










3. There are written criteria to determine 
eligibility for, and placement of, stu- 
f^pn^<^ in nTOOTam^ 

UClllaO Xli Ja W g ^ U III O f 










4. There is a systematic procedure to 
provide on-going evaluation of stu- 
dents. 










5. No pupil whose primary handicapping 
condition is considered learning 
disabled is enrolled in a full-time 
self-contained special class. 










n PI i3 r»orr.oTit* T"pnii"iT"PQ nr*t*T\/p "in^/olvo- 
V, Ju XCI^ClUcll L JLC\|UXi.CO a^uxvc xiivuxvc- 

ment of the resource room teacher 
in concert with regular class teachers 
of those children enrolled in the re- 
source room. 










41 


7 









ERIC 





Deqroe of Condition 


C- Comorehensive Procram 

1. Special services are provided for 
Learning Disabled pupils at all 
levels within the school district. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


i^one 
ilo 


Unknown 
NA 










2« The learning disabled program is 
directed by administrative and 
supervisory personnel who have had 
training and experience in the field 
of teaching Learning Disabled pupils. 










3. Provision is made for resource staff 
including the administrator, super- 
visor, regular grade teacher, school 
psychologist, guidance counselor, and 
teacher of speech and hearing handi- 
capped, to aid in facilitating school 
placement and school programming to 
meet the needs of Learning Disabled 
children more effectively. 










4. Teachers of Learning Disabled children 
work with special subject teachers to 
promote more effective learning ex- 
periences for handicapped pupi 1 s • 










5. In-service training is planned for all 
staff members working with Learning 
Disabled students. 










6. Provision is made for at least the 
minimum amount of ancillary instruc- 
tional time as received by their 
non- handicapped peers. 










7. Programs should provide children with 
art, music, and physical education ex- 
periences conducted by appropriately 
trained staff. 










D. Programs and Services 

1. The instructional program provides 
each student with academic, social 
and occupational skills leading to 
independence as an adult. 
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Deqroe of Condition 


2. Teachers incorporate assessment in- 
formation, instructional objectives 
and evaluation data in the instruc- 
. tional program. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


ii*one 
Ho 


Unknown 
NA 










3. Outdoor education as an optional 
learning environment is part of 
the learning disabled program. 










4. A complete written educational re- 
port, for each child enrolled in 
an approved program is available. 










5. The report includes a social-be- 
havioral assessment, psycho logica 1 
evaluation, academic evaluation, an 
outline of the education program, 
and a plan to return the child to 
the regular school program. 










6. There is evidence that the teacher 
maintains daily records of each 
child's academic and social pro- 
gress. 










7. There is evidence of periodic re- 
porting to the parents regarding 
the child's academic progress and 
social adjustment. 










8, Appropriate techniques are utilized 
in the classroom to minimize trial 
and error learning and to develop 
better self- concepts. 










9, A minimum of 5 hours of instruction 
per week is provided by itinerant 
teachers. 










10, Resource rooms have an enrollment 
of not more than 15 children. 










11. Learning disabled children spend 
not more than 50% of their school 
day in the resource room. 
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Decree of Condition 



E. Housing, Facilities, Equipment and 
Materials 

1. There are adequate materials appro- 
priate for the age, developmental 
ability and handicaps of Learning 
Disabled students. 



2, Adequate materials and equipment 
are made available to the teacher. 
They shall include assessment 
materials for reading, math, 
writing, and social behavior. 



3# Resource areas of the school such 
as the library, the gymnasium, art 
room and auditorium are available. 



4, Adequate funding is available for 
the purchase of the necessary 
equipment and supplies needed by 
Learning Disabled children. 



FRir 
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Yes 



Some 



ilone 
l!o 



Unknown 
NA 



EMOTIONALLY DISTURBED 



A child whose condition has been determined to be such by a 
school psychologist or an approved mental clinic or a psy- 
chiatrist. In this regard an "emotional reason'* means a 
condition of psycho- social origin leading to behavior which 
interferes with the child's ability to adjust to and benefit 
from existing regular class programs. 



SEVERELY ENDTIONALLY DISTURBED 



A child whose emotional disturbance is so severe that the 
child is unable to relate to other children and may have an 
absence o£ speech, and who requires individual or small group 
instruction at a pupil/teacher ratio not to exceed 8 to 1, 
and in addition needs the support of clinical services. A 
severely emotionally disturbed child is one whose condition 
has been determined to be such by a school psychologist or 
an approved mental health clinic or a psychiatrist. 
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SUGGESTED PROGRAM ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For 

EMOTIONALLY HA^^)ICAPPED 

The following guidelines are suggested for purposes of reviewing 
educational programs and services for children referred to as 
being "emotionally handicapped". 

Of particular concern is development of comprehensive programs 
which stress goals of normalization, integration, and academic 
achievement. Therefore, in addition to special class placement, 
both resource rooms and itfnerant teachers ;5hould be utilized 
depending upon the severity of need of the children. The use 
of instructional specialists such as reading, physic'al education, 
art and music teachers should be encouraged. A necessary part 
of £f quality program means the involvement of pupil personnel 
services focusing upon the contributions of guidance personnel, 
social workers, psychologists and school nurse teachers. The 
maximizing of program diversities and personnel specialists 
should bring comprehensive services to the emotionally handi- 
capped child. 
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Denroe 


of Condftion 




Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


i\one 

InIc 


Unknown 


A. Eligibility 










1. Children who meet the following re- 
quirements are eligible and may be 
placed in a special education pro- 
gram for children with emotional 
handicaps: 










a. Is of legal school age. 










b. Is capable of profiting sub- 
stantially from instruction 
as determined through: 










1). An individual assessment 
procedure administered by 
a school psychologist or 
an approved health clinic 
or a psychiatrist. 
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Deqrce of Condition 


2). An individual educational 
assessment that includes 
standard test data and 
teacher observations of 
academic and social be- 
haviors. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 
Uo 


Unknown 
NA 










c. Does not have severe hearing, 

visual or motor involvement, but 
is unable to function effectively 
within the regular class setting 
without supportive services. 










B, Assessment and Placement 

1, The Committee on the Handicapped re- 
views and assigns pupils for appro- 
priate services. 










2. There are written criteria to deter- 
mine eligibility for, and placement 
of, students in programs. 










3. There is a systematic procedure to 

re-evaluate students at least annually. 










C. Comprehensive Program 

1. The school has developed a clearly 
written statement of objectives which 
reflects the philosophy that each 
emotionally handicapped child will 
receive educational opportunity. 










2. The special education program is 
directed by administrative and 
supervisory^ personnel who have 
training and experience in the 
field of teaching emotionally 
handicapped pupils. 










3. Special services are provided for 
emotionally handicapped pupils at 
all levels within the school district. 










4. Provision is made for the participation 
of emotionally handicapped students with 
regular grade pupils either as a total 
group, as individuals, or in small 
groups in the general activities of the 
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Oegroe of Condi t i on 



school as well as special subject 
areas. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


iJone 
\lo 


Unknown 
NA 










5* Provision is made for resource staff 
including the administrator, super- 
visor, special class teacher, regular 
grade teacher, school psychologist, 
guidance counselor, teacher of speech 
and hpfli^inp hflnHioflnnpH t*n ^jtH in 
facilitating school placement and 
school programming to meet the 
educational needs of emotionally 
handicapped children more effectively. 










0* TeflCnPT"^ nf* pmo t* TOnp 1 1 V hpnHi oflnnofl 

children work with special subject 
teachers to promote more effective 
learning experiences for handicapped 

nnni Is* 

KA ^ ^ 0 










7* Periodic in-service training is 
planned for staff members working 
with the emotionally handicapped. 










D. Programs and Services 

1. The instructional program provides 
each student with academic, social 
and occupational skills leading to 
independence as an adult. 










2. Teachers incorpora^te assessment in- 
formation, instructional objectives 
and evaluation data in the instruc- 

tinnfll r>T"noT"flm 










3. Outdoor education as an optional 
learning environment is part of 










4. A complete written educational re- 
port for each child enrolled in an 
approved program is available* 










5* The reoort inpliiHpQ a Qnr*i 1 - Kohavi nr*a 1 
assessment, psychological evaluation, 
academic evaluation, an outline of the 
education program and a plan to return 
the child to the regular school program. 
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Deqroe of Condition 



6. There is evidence that the teacher 
meintains periodic records of each 
child's academic and social progress. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


fJone 


Unknown 










7. There is evidence of periodic re- 
jKjrting to the parents regarding 
the child's academic progress and 
social adjustment. 










8. Appropriate techniques are u ti lized 
in the classroom to minimize trial 
and error learning, to "develop better 
self - concepts and to provide direction 
leading to increased self-control. 


• 








9. Resource rooms have an enrollment of no 
more than 15 children. 










10. Children do not spend more than 50% 
of their school time in the resource 
room. 










11. A minimum of 5 hours of instruction per 
week is provided by itinerant teachers. 










12. Chronological age range of children 
receiving group instruction does not 
exceed 3 years. 










E. Housing, Facilities, Equipment and 
Materials 

1. Each special education class is 
housed in a building for children 
of comparable school age. 










2. There are adequate materials appro- 
priate for the age and developmental 
ability of students in these programs* 










3. Special class facilities are large 
enough to accommodate special equip- 
ment, teaching materials and indi- 
vidualized and small group instruc- 
tion. 










4.- Classrooms are equipped with desks 
and chairs in varying sizes to. 
accommodate the physical development 
of children within the age range 
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of the class. Adequate tables and 
chairs for class activity and small 
group work are available. 



3eqrce of Condi t lon 



Al I 
Yes 



Some 



?>ione 
No 



Unknown 
NA 



5. Adequate materials and equipment 
are made available to the teacher. 
They shall include assessment 
materials for reading, math, 
writing and social behavior. 



6. Resource areas of the school such 
as the library, the gymnasium, art 
room and auditorium are available 
for the program. 



7. Adequate funding is available for the 
purchase of the necessary equipment 
and supplies needed by both the spe- 
cial classes and special subject areas 
such as art, music and physical edu- 
cation. 



8, All weather play areas are available. 



9. The classroom library has suitable 
books, pamphlets, magazines, news- 
papers, pictures, and materials re- 
lated to the interests and abilities 
of the emotionally handicapped pupils. 
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EDUCABL2 MENTALLY RETARDED 



A child who, on the basis of a comprehenisive evaluation (such 
evaluation to include an individual psychological examination) 
is determined to possess general intellectual capacity that 
falls lower than 1,5 standard deviations below the mean of 
the general population, cannot profit from regular classroom 
instruction but may be expected to profit from a special 
education program for the educable. 



A child who, on the basis of a comprehensive evaluation (such 
evaluation to include an individual psychological examination) 
is determined to possess general intellectual capacity that 
falls lower than 3 standard deviations below the mean of the 
general population, cannot profit from programs established 
for the educable mentally retarded, but may be expected to 
profit from a special education program for the trainable. 



TRAINABLE MENTALLY RETARDED 
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SUGGESTED PROGRAI-l ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 



For 



EDUCABLE MENTALLY RETARDED 
And 

TRAINABLE MENTALLY RETARDED 



EDUCABLE MENTALLY RETARDED - A child who, on the basis of a com- 
prehensive evaluation (such evaluation to include an individual 
psychological examination) is determined to possess general 
intellectual capacity that falls lower than 1.5 standard devia- 
tions below the mean of the general population, cannot profit 
from regular classroom instruction but may be expected to profit 
from a special education program for the educable. 



TRAINABLE MENTALLY RETARDED - A child who, on the basis of a 
comprehensive evaluation (such evaluation to include an indi- 
vidual psychological examination) is determined to possess 
general intellectual capacity that falls lower than 3 standard 
deviations below the mean of the general population, cannot 
profit from programs established for the educable mentally 
retarded, but may be expected to profit from a special edu- 
cation program for the trainable. 





)eqroe of Condition 


A. Eliftibility 

1. Children who meet the following re- 
quirements are eligible for and are 
placed in a special program for 
educable mentally retarded children: 

a. Pupil is of legal school age. 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


i^'one 
Do 


Unknown 
N'A 










b. Pupil is capable of profiting 
substantially from instruction 
as determined by the Committee 
on the, Handicapped after appro- 
priate assessment procedures,^ 










c. Pupil is in the intelligence 
range prescribed by the 
Commissioner of Education's 
Rules and Regulations , (includes 
psychological examination,) 
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d. Pupil cannot meet the academic 
and social behavioral expecta- 
tions of the regular instruction 
program in that school because 
of a significant performance 
deficit in the basic educational 
area as determined through an 
educational assessment that in- 
^ eludes standardized test(s) and/or 
classroom observational data which 
indicates a long term need for a 
modified educational program. 



Degree of Condition 



Some 



YesI 



itone 

h*0 



Unknown 
NA 



B. Assessment and Placement 

!• ITie Committee on the Handicapped 
serves as an advocate of the 
handicapped child, assumes re- 
sponsibility for the early diag- 
nosis, prescription and educational 
placement of each child so desig- 
nated, monitors all programs to insure 
a continuing delivery or services and 
reports periodically to the chief 
school administrator, 

2. The school district has written 
criteria to determine eligibility 
for, and placement of, students 
in approved programs and services. 
Such criteria include: 



a. Adherence to Commissioner of 
Education's Rules and Regula- 
tions and the Education Law 
governing handicapping condi- 
tions. 



b. Assessment of achievement, 
adjustment and social adapt- 
ability. 



c. Priorities to establish 

placement of students on the 
basis of the individual 
student* s need. 
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)eqrce of Cond 1 1 i on 




Al 1 

Yes 


Some 


None 
Mo 


Unknown 
NA 


d. Process for providing an oppor- 
tunity for a conference with 
parent(s) or guardian(s) prior 
to placement of any student in 
approved programs or services* 










e. Provisions for a systematic pro- 
cedure to re-evaluate students 
in approved programs to assess 

and future educational needs. 










f. Review and recommendations by 
the local school district 
Committee on the Handicapped. 










C. Comprehensive Program and Services 

1. The school district has a compre- 
hensive plan for special education. 

a. A comprehensive program is pro- 
vided which consists of instruc- 
tional services at early elemen- 
tary, intermediate, junior high ' ' 

oullUUl allU ocIIJLUl liJLgli o^UUUl 

levels, (consideration of simi- 
lar services for pre-school age 
mentally handicapped children, 
in accordance with the permissive 
Education Law is highly desirable). 










b. The comprehensive program provides 
for supervision and the services of 
a speech correction teacher, school 
psychologist, school social worker, 

(i.e. those providing supplementary 
instructional services, such as 
physical education, music, art, 
home economics and shop) and work- 
study coordinator. 










c A comnrphpn^i VP nmtyram oro vide55 
the following options for eligible 
students based on assessed needs: 

1). Instruction in academic areas 
by the special class teacher. 
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Al 1 


Some 


None 


Unknown 


Yes 




No 


NA 



2). Participation with the 
general student body in 
selected school activities, 
such as home room, assem- 
blies, chorus, school band, 
sports, recreation and clubs. 



3). Participation with the 
general student body in 
selected non-academic 
subjects. 



4). Instruction in selected 
academic areas with 
general education teachers 
provided that: the in- 
structional level is com- 
parable to the level of 
performance expected of the 
mentally handicapped student 
whose placement within a given 
academic area is being con- 
sidered. 



5). The placement is in accord- 
ance with a prescribed plan 
for students indicating 
specific behaviorally- 
oriented objectives to be 
reached as a result of the 
assignment, length of time 
the assignment is to con- 
tinue, and process for re- 
evaluation. 



D. Housing, Facilities, Equipment and 
Materials 

1. The special education class is 
housed in an approved school 
building housing children of 
comparative school age. 



2. There are adequate materials appro- 
priate for the age and developmental 
ability and handicaps of the students 
in these units. 
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)enrce of Condition 


E, Educational Programs 

1. The instructional program provides 
each student with academic, social 
and occupational skills leading to 
independence as an adult. 

a« The school district maintains 
written measurable educational 
objectives for each level of 
instruction and for each of the 
skill areas: academic, social 
and occupational* 


Al 1 
Yes 


Some 


None 
Uo 


Unknown 
NA 










b. The work- study phase of the 
junior and senior high school 
program is an integral part 
of the total curriculum for 
these students and provides 
each Jitudent withi 

1). Planned objectives leading 
to one or more occupational 
skills appropriate to the 
child's potential. 










2) # Opportunity for practical 
work experience and/or 
occupational skill training 
appropriate to the child's 
potential. 










c. Students are provided instructioa 
by specialists in each of the 
following subjects: physical 
education, art, music and indus- 
trial arts at the elementary 
level; physical education, music, 
art, home economics, industrial 
arts, occupational education and 
driver education at the secondary 

1 p VP 1 Plflccr"r\r\m n nc t* r"MO t* ■? r^n e^r\M^/^ 
XCVCX* vtXCIooLUUHl J. llo L L Uv. i> 1. Ull ollUUXU 

be determined by and adjusted to 
the abilities of each student with 
the assistance of qualified teachers 
and supervisors of the mentally 
retarded. 










d. Students progress is individually 
assessed in accordance with these 
objectives: 
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)eqrce of Condi ti on 




Al 1 

1 w 9 


Some 


None 

liO 


Unknown 

iN A 


1*). There is evidence of the 
assessment process for 
pfloh ohilH receiving 
instruction in these units. 










2). There is evidence of planned 
written progress reports to 
parents. 










3) • Pupils are not excluded 
from special classes un- 
less it is determined 
after annronriate eval- 
uation that said pupil is 
not able to benefit' from the 
program offered as deter- 
mined by the Committee on 
the Handicapped, 










4), At the request of a parent 
or guardian of an exempted 
pupil, the district enter- 
tains reconsideration at 
least once a year. 










5), There is evidence of written 
procedures to re-assess edu- 
patinnal ohi*^rtivp^ svstemat- 
ically at least every three 
years in light of analysis 
of the needs of the handi- 
capped children in the pro- 
gram. 










6). Teachers of full time ap- 
proved programs are not 
assigned to instruct non- 
eligible children as part 
of thair responsibilities. 










7) • The primary responsibility 
for the educational instruc- 

t*nnn nf* par*H mpnt*al Iv fP- 

tarded child placed with the 
program remains with the 
special teacher all day, the 
responsibility is determined 
a full time one. 
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8)« Each special teacher has 
the equivalent of one 
special education program 
as a full time assignment* 
While not all MR students 
remain with the special 
teacher all day, the re- 
sponsibility is determined 
a full time one. 



jeqroe of Condition 



Yes 



Some 



i^one 



Unknown 
NA 



9)« All placement and evaluation 
records for each child are 
available to the classroom 
teacher in these programs 
and the parents as well* 



F. Qualifications 

!♦ The teacher of classroom programs meet 
all the requirements for certification 
of teachers of educable mentally re- 
tarded children as established by the 
State Education Department* 



2* The supervisor of programs for the 
educable mentally retarded meets the 
following qualifications: 

a« Holds a general supervisory cer- 
tificate. 



b* Shows evidence of teaching ex- 
perience in approved classes for 
the mentally retarded, or an 
equivalent experience* 



3* The work- study coordinator has sufficient 
experience to administer a work- study 
program for mentally retarded students. 



G. Special Classes for the Educable 
Mentally Retarded 

1* The chronological age range of chil- 
dren in a special class does not ex- 
ceed three years • 
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2. The total enrollment in a special 
class at the elementary level does 
not exceed fifteen; at the second- 
ary level, it does not exceed 
eighteen. 



)e(iroe of Condttion 



Yes 



Some 



^one 
No 



Unknown 



3. Teachers of these classes are certi- 
fied as teachers of the mentally 
retarded. 



H. Special Classes for Trainable Mentally 
Retarded 

1. The chronological age range of chil- 
dren in a special class does not ex- 
ceed four years. 



2. The total enrollment in a special 

class for children under chronological 
age 12 does not exceed ten children; 
for children over chronological age I23 
it does not exceed twelve children. 



3. Teachers selected for these classes 
are certified as teachers of the men- 
tally retarded. 
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